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     Did you watch the 2023 Rose Parade? Our 
float was titled  “Hope for Peace”.  
 
     The float is worked on all year and the final push 
of decorations is during the last weeks of December 
each year by members of the IOOF who congregate 
in Southern California for a few days of comradery, 
fellowship & sunny weather. Volunteers come from 
all the affiliated branches of the Order of the IOOF 
around the world; the Odd Fellows, Rebekahs, En-
campments, Cantons, Junior Odd Fellows Lodge, 
Theta Rho Girls Clubs, United Youth Groups, family 
and friends help put together this magnificent float.  

Happy New Year! 
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News from the Top! 
The Youth Informer will be looking 

forward to upcoming articles  
from our leaders to share with the 

Youth!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Youth and Advisors,  
 
January is the beginning of a new year for your Officers and members. I’m very 
excited about the future of our youth programs and the opportunities that we 
can make available to all of you. I am always amazed when I get your Jurisdic-
tional newsletters and see all of the wonderful projects you are involved in, not 
just in your lodges, but in your communities as well. You inspire me to want to 
know more, do more, and to be more active in my own lodges and my commu-
nity projects. Thank you for being my inspiration! 
 
 Now is the time to set goals for your lodges. What community service programs 
are you interested in supporting? What projects of the Order would you like to 
learn more about and support? Do you have membership goals? (I hope so)! 
Dedicate your meetings to learning your charges, your obligations, valedictions, 
and supporting one another in doing good works. Take this opportunity to learn 
about parliamentary procedures from you advisors. Remember always to re-
spect your advisors, respect your members, and to especially respect your-
selves. Each and every one of you has a special gift or talent that is valuable to 
your lodge meetings. Don’t be afraid to share it with others.  Be true to your-
selves and be good Team players. Teamwork is important and a necessity for 
the survival of your lodge. Be good listeners and don’t be afraid to share your 
ideas with others. Remember no one is perfect and we all make mistakes, but 
that is how we learn. The only time you fail is when you stop trying! 
 
It’s not too early to start planning on attending SGL Youth Days in August. Plan 
to have fundraisers to help with costs. Iowa has lots of fun activities planned for 
your meetings. Let me know what you are planning and I will do my best to help 
promote and support your activities. 
I am so proud of all of you! Hope you have a Happy Valentine’s Day! Sending 
lots of hugs! 
 
My Executive Team and I wish you a safe, healthy, and Blessed New Year! 
 
In Friendship, Love, Truth,  
 
/s/ Michelle L Heckart 
Sovereign Grand Master 

Michelle L. Heckart 
Sovereign Grand Master  

I.O.O.F.  
 
 
 
 
 
Are you excited about going to Des Moines, Iowa for 
International Youth Days?  I sure am!  I am looking 
forward to sharing time with you and hope to attend at least part of your 
session.  I feel we need to be present, share your victories and lend 
encouragement when things don’t go as planned.  I promise to do my 
best to be there to see you in action!  Don’t forget to prepare a design to 
present to the committee to be made into a pin to sell at session.  Your 
design could be the one they choose.   
 

I receive newspapers from many different Jurisdictions and love reading 
the articles about the many projects that the youth groups are involved 
in.  You are doing so much good in your communities.  The Theta Rho 
watchwords, “In Happiness through Service” are evident in the pictures 
printed.  You find so many great ways to bring happiness to others while 
having a wonderful time doing it.   
 
I want to commend the Advisors of all of our clubs.  We don’t give these 
hard working people enough credit!  A tremendous amount of time and 
energy is required to keep our clubs active and involved.  It takes very 
special people to teach the young people how to be leaders, to guide 
them in the ritualistic work of the order and help them to become re-
sponsible, caring young adults.  Thank you, thank you for all you do for 
the youth of our order. 
 

I hope you are all having a terrific 2023 and I hope to see many of you in 
Des Moines in August. 
 
In Friendship 
 

Ruth Earle , President 

International Association 
of Rebekah Assemblies  

Ruth Earle President  
International Association 

Rebekah Assemblies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Earl F Wys 

General Commanding 
General Military Council  

Patriarchs Militant  
 

Conceive, Believe, Achieve 

We can do it...together.  
You are important.  

Light the candles at the end of the tunnel.  
Step forward, hand in hand, into the future.  

Let us not leave anyone behind.  
We Must Pull Together!  



 3 

 Pin Design for 2024: 
Submit your design for the Youth Pin. Please remember the finished size of the pin is approximately 1”diameter. Keep the design 
simple.  The design must include: the year of the pin, Emblems of the 4 units; Junior Odd Fellow Lodge, Theta Rho Girls Club, 
United Youth Group & Cadet Corp, the colors to be used.   Please take the time and color your designs and make sure your name 
and address are on the back of the design.  

 Advisor of the Year 2024 
Submit in writing why you feel your advisor should receive this 
award. Tell us the special things that he or she does to make 
your meetings more fun. Let us know what your advisor has 
taught you and how you have grown in knowledge of our order. 
Although we realize that Assistant Advisors are very special too, 
this particular award is for the Club/Lodge/Group Advisor only.  

Community Service Recognition Award 

Send us a list of your community service activities in which your 
lodge, club, or group participated in without compensation. Pro-
vide the description of the projects, amount of money collected/
donated, the number of participants and the hours of service 
provided.  

CONTESTS FOR YOUTH! SEND YOUR CONTEST ENTRIES TO :  

Chairman, Steve Adams 
Email:seawyo@yahoo.com  

ONE MORE CAST From The Chairman 

 
 
 
Let’s Get Excited!!!!   
 
 Sovereign Grand Lodge, International Rebekah Assemblies, General Military Council, and Joint 
Youth Days are coming to Des Moines, Iowa August 17th and 18th. 
 
 Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls when I tell you the Jurisdiction of Iowa and many, many 
other Grand Lodge bodies have donated to this year’s activities to make this years Youth Days the big-
gest and most fun you’ve ever had is an understatement. The number of people working behind the 
scenes with your Joint Youth Committee is staggering with support and admiration for the Youth!  I am 
not able to reveal all just yet, but make sure to read upcoming Youth Informers for details.   
  
 SGL/IARA Joint Youth Days is only made possible because of our Youth Order.  These fine young 
boys and girls are putting in the work.  Fundraisers, raffles and bakes sales combined with gift cards, 
baskets, and charitable time to raise funds to come to Youth Days warrants our most respect and admi-
ration. I’d like to congratulate a few; Alpha Theta Rho, Spunky Bluebird Theta Rho, Red Rose Theta Rho 
and Eta Theta Rho for I see you and so does this committee for the work you’re doing already.  If you get 
a chance, I implore everyone to go find these groups on Facebook. It will give you a complete under-
standing of “Happiness Through Service”. 
  
 Here comes the part where I need your help to make this year’s Youth Days even better.  I’m call-
ing on all Grand Lodges, Rebekah Assemblies, and Department Councils to help donate funds to help bring 
more kids this year.  Funds will be used for airfare, lodging and meals for the Youth and chaperones to 
attend.  With a more combined effort we can all help support these clubs and kids to experience Odd Fel-
lowship in a whole new environment. The email address is included in this edition of Youth Informer.  
Please reach out if available to donate. 
  
 Ok Kiddos, time to put our thinking caps on.  Pin Design deadline is coming up quickly.  It’s time 
to start getting them done.  Between the supply chain and our manufacturers, the deadline is set.  So, 
get those artistic design juices flowing and get them to the committee as soon as possible.    Also re-
member to continue working on those community service and fundraising projects.  You all are awe-
some. 
  
 I’m looking forward to working with each and every one of you to make this years SGL/IARA 
Youth Days the most enjoyable and memorable experience.  Stay tuned to your Youth Informer for future 
updates or email me personally if you have questions or would like to donate. 
Stay Awesome Everyone!!!!  

 
 In FLT 

 Steve Adams 
 SGL/IARA Youth Committee Chairman 
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Schuyler Colfax Day  
Proclamation  
 
To all Officers and Members of all Degrees  
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows  
 
Fraternal Greetings: 
  
    Whereas, the Rebekah Degree of Odd Fellowship 
was adopted in 1851, and the degree was the work of 
the Honorable Schuyler Colfax, later to serve as 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and go on to 
serve as Vice President of the United States of Ameri-
ca.  
    Whereas, the Rebekah Degree provides woman’s 
softening touch to Odd Fellowship, as founded upon 
the principles of the Order – faithfulness, hospitality, 
purity and dedication as portrayed by women of the 
Bible.  
    Whereas, because of the untiring efforts of Brother 
Colfax to provide a Degree for wives and daughters of 
Odd Fellows, the world now enjoys a Sisterhood of 
Lodges in twenty countries around the globe.  
    Therefore, I, Michelle L. Heckart, Sovereign Grand 
Master of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, by 
authority in me duly vested, do proclaim,  
 
      
 
 
 
    
     Further, please observe the birthday of Brother 
Schuyler Colfax by initiating a ‘Colfax Class’ in hon-
or of the celebration.  
    Done in the City of Winston-Salem, North Caroli-
na, this the 1st day of January 2023, and in the 204th 
year of our Order.  
 

Yours in F, L & T,  
 

Attest:   /s/ Michelle L. Heckart  
Sovereign Grand Master  
 

/s/ Terry L. Barrett  
Sovereign Grand Secretary  

Arthritis Month  
Proclamation  
 
To the Officers and Members of all Degrees  
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows  
 
Fraternal Greetings:  
 
   Odd Fellows and Rebekahs are proud to be recognized 
once again for their support in relieving the pain and suf-
fering caused by arthritis. I along with the Odd Fellow 
and Rebekah Arthritis Advisory Board, in turn, are proud 
to recognize everyone who has donated time and money 
in supporting this cause over the past years.  
 
   At these annual meetings we meet an enlarged family 
and community of arthritis chapter volunteers who be-
come our friends and co-volunteers in a cause that makes 
you and me proud of our efforts in helping our fellow 
man.  
 
   Now, therefore, I, Michelle L. Heckart, by virtue of the 
authority in me duly vested as the Sovereign Grand Mas-
ter of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, do pro-
claim,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   All monies raised should be sent to your Jurisdictional 
Secretaries to be forwarded to the Arthritis Chapter in 
your Province or State.  
   Done in the City of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
this 1st day of January 2023 and of our Order the 204th 
year.  
 

Yours in F, L & T,  
 

/s/ Michelle L. Heckart  
Attest:   Sovereign Grand Master  
 
/s/ Terry L. Barrett  
Sovereign Grand Secretary 

That the month of March be proclaimed 
Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Arthritis 
Month in cooperation of fund raising 
through the Arthritis Foundation in the 
USA and the Arthritis Society in Canada. 

That the 23rd day of March 2023 be:    
Schuyler Colfax Day throughout Odd 
Fellowship in honor of the birthday of 
Brother Colfax.  

We, the Committee would love to attend your 
sessions in your jurisdictions.  

 
All you have to do is send an invitation (email or 
letter via snail-mail) and someone will be there. 

Please do this asap as travel plans need to be made.  
Attending your sessions will allow us to answer 

questions and take your ideas to others. 
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Annual Pilgrimage to the Tomb of the Unknowns 
The Pilgrimage will be May 5-7, 2023 at Arlington, Virginia.  We will be staying at the Hilton Alexandria 
Mark Center 5000 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22311. Banquet will be Saturday evening.  Pilgrimage to 
the Tomb of the Unknowns will take place on Sunday, May 7 at Arlington National Cemetery.  
For reservations call: 1-703-845-1010 or 1-800-HILTONS (1-800-445-8667)   
You MUST mention “Odd Fellows Pilgrimage” when reserving your room to receive the special rate.  
**For more information, please visit IOOF.ORG and check out the Newsletter 

Arlington National Cemetery occupies land once owned by George Washington Parke Custis, the 
adopted grandson of Martha and George Washington. He built the Arlington House as a memori-
al to the nation’s first president. In 1857, the property was bequeathed to his daughter Mary An-
na Randolph Custis who had married Robert E. Lee 26 years earlier. With the secession of Virgin-
ia from the Union, the family evacuated the property. Federal troops incorporated the land into 
their defensive fortifications around Washington. Part of the property was used as a Freedman’s 
Village where former slaves received assistance after their liberation. 

As the number of casualties climbed during the Civil War, the federal government needed addi-
tional cemetery space to inter the dead. To meet this demand, 200 acres of the plantation was 
set aside as a cemetery. In May 1864, Private William Christman was the first military casualty to 
be buried in the newly created graveyard. The following month, the War Department designated 
the space as a national cemetery. After the war, George Washington Custis Lee sued the federal 
government for return of the land, which he argued had been seized illegally. In 1882, the Su-
preme Court ruled in his favor and the federal government paid Lee $150,000 for the property, 
which is equivalent to $3.2 million in 2016. Further along the landmark’s timeline, President Her-
bert Hoover oversaw the first Memorial Day ceremony on May 30, 1929. 
 
Arlington National Cemetery contains several well-known burial sites and memorials, including 
the resting places of President John F. Kennedy and his wife Jacqueline as well as his brothers 
Robert and Edward. Other notable sites include Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall, box-
ing legend Joe Louis and Audie Murphy, the most highly decorated soldier from World War II. 
Charles L’Enfant, who designed the city of Washington, D.C., several Tuskegee airmen and the 
seven Space Shuttle Challenger astronauts are also interred here.  

Did you know??? 

https://www.arlingtontours.com/arlington-national-cemetery-facts
https://www.arlingtontours.com/memorial-day
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Did you know???         

If there is one reason, besides paying their respects and the historical significance of the 
place, that visitors from all over the world visit Arlington National Cemetery is to witness 
the iconic changing of the guard. Since April 6, 1948, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier has 
been guarded 24 hours a day, 365 days a year with zero exception. Every hour during win-
ter and every half hour during the summer and daylight hours, one guard relieves another 
from their post in a ceremony with the precision of a Swiss watch. While on duty, the Tomb 
Sentinel marches 21 steps across a black mat passing the grave markers of each of the un-
knowns. He then turns 90-degrees and faces east for exactly 21 seconds. 

Afterward, he then turns north for another 21 seconds which is followed by a crisp shoul-
der arms movement where the guard places his rifle on the shoulder nearest to the specta-
tors to symbolize that he stands between the tomb and any outside threat. The guard then 
paces 21 steps to the north, turns, and repeats the entire process until he is relieved. When 
that moment arrives, the new guard makes his way to the plaza alongside a commanding 
officer who makes a formal announcement to the attendees that the changing of the guard 
ceremony is to commence. In another elaborate military ballet, the commanding officer in-
spects the new guard’s weapon and uniform with extreme scrutiny. If all is in order, the re-
lieved guard calmly makes his way back to quarters as his replacement makes his way to 
the center of the plaza to begin his watch. 
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Riddle me this!!! 

IT’S ALL FOR FUN! 
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IT’S ALL FOR FUN! 
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Anyone graduate from your lodge, club or group?  
Is your jurisdiction working on the Youth Honors Program?  

We would like to add any of this information to our Newsletter for mailing and recognition purposes: 
 

Graduate Members: Jurisdiction: ____________________________ Graduate Name:__________________________________ 
 

Youth Honors Program: Level____________ Name ___________________________________________ 
 

Please send this form to the SGL-IARA JYC Committee Secretary:  

Michele Trynor 

We want to include you in  

The Youth Informer!  
The Youth Informer would like to publish your 

article in our next publishing.  Please submit 

your articles to: Gwen Wixom, Editor.  E-mail 

to  gwen.century21@aol.com Remember, this is 

your paper. Take an interest in being a writer 

for your community and let us know what your 

club has been up to. Send me your pictures and 

articles and we will try our best to get all en-

tries in your Youth Informer. 

 
FACEBOOK PAGE: SGL-IARA 
Youth  
*Use Facebook to share your activities 
with others.  
*Use Facebook as a question and an-
swer page.  
*Keep in touch with everyone that at-
tended Youth Days in the past or just 
this year.  
*Share your organization’s website 
with others.  

Website: www.ioof.org   (Click on YOUTH) 

 
 

SGL-IARA  JYC  I.O.O.F. YOUTH INFORMER 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR ADULTS 

 
NAME__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS  _____________________________CITY _________________ STATE/PROVINCE _______ ZIP _____ 

 
FILL OUT COMPLETELY & MAIL WITH $10 (U.S. OR CANADIAN) PER YEAR TO: 

SGL-IARA JYC YOUTH INFORMER, Gwen Wixom - 2816 IRISH RIDGE RD., BURLINGTON, IA 52601 
 

OFFICE USE: AMOUNT SUBMITTED $___________ U.S. __________ CANADIAN 
__NEW     __RENEWAL     __ADDRESS CHANGE     __(NO CHARGE FOR ADVISOR/C0-ADVISOR) 

We, the Committee would love to attend your sessions in your jurisdictions.  
 

All you have to do is send an invitation (email or letter via snail-mail) and someone will 
be there. Please do this asap as travel plans need to be made.  Attending your sessions 

will allow us to answer questions and take your ideas to others. 
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YOUTH COMMITTEE DIRECTORY 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN: Steve E. Adams                                               
                                                 

                                                              (307) 256-4518  
                                         Email:seawyo@yahoo.com  

 

SECRETARY: Michele Trynor 
 
(207) 423-1551 
Email:  micheletrynor@hotmail.com 

YOUTH DAYS COORDINATOR:  Laurel Delony 
 
(253) 468-1949 
Email: laureljdelony@gmail.com 

PIN COORDINATOR/WEB SITE: Greta Bowers 
 
(267) 620-5477 
Email: gretabowers@ymail.com 
 

EDITOR YOUTH INFORMER: Gwen Wixom 
 
(319) 754-5532  or  (319) 750-1179 
Email: gwen.century21@aol.com  
 

We’re here for you! 
Do you need us? Do you need 

help? Advice? Or just an ear 

to listen? Request a visit by 

contacting Youth Committee 

Chairman Steve Adams di-

rectly by phone, email or letter 

and we will be there.  We only 

ask that you contact us as 

soon as possible to enable us 

time to make arrangements to 

get to you as quick as we can.  

Did you know: you can find us at these places?  
Website: www.ioof.org   (Click on YOUTH) 
 
 
FACEBOOK PAGE: SGL-IARA Youth  
*Use Facebook to share your activities with others.  
*Use Facebook as a question and answer page.  
*Keep in touch with everyone that attended Youth Days in the 
past or just this year.  
*Share your organization’s website with others.  
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The Youth Informer 

Gwen Wixom, Editor 

2816 Irish Ridge Road 

Burlington, IA  52601 


