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Our float is titled Arctic Dream and is intended to commemorate polar exploration and focus public attention on 
the importance of the polar regions to our planetary climate. Cold polar regions maintain global temperatures in 
the range that has allowed we humans to flourish on our planet. The polar regions are currently warming twice 
as fast as the rest of the globe, and Arctic and Antarctic ice habitats are literally melting as temperatures rise.  

The float depicts Odd Fellows and research scientists exploring and encountering wildlife found at both our 
northern and southern poles. Such a simultaneous encounter with both polar bears and penguins is possible only 
in a DREAM. The polar bears and penguins are sending us an early warning of the climatic dangers facing us 
all. We BELIEVE that by working together we can ACHIEVE the Arctic Dream depicted by our float — a 
secure future for polar bears and penguins - which will benefit all life on earth. 

Happy New Year! 
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News from the Top! 

 
 

A few words shared from IOOF News… 

 
….Several of our Jurisdictions have had to reduce their sessions to 1 day due to 

the virus and they did this so they could elect the new officers for the next year 

and keep their Grand Lodges moving forward. This is a tough decision to make 

since most are used to having a 3- or 4-day session. We are all dealing with new 

issues daily that would normally be easy to settle, but with trying to keep every-

one safe, sometimes these issues become a real problem not being able to 

meet and discuss them. First and foremost, we need to make sure we keep 

ourselves and everyone safe and healthy, make sure you stay in touch with your 
lodge members by phone or email. Let them know you are thinking about them 

and offer any help that may be needed if possible… 

 

….Remember to open your doors at your lodge and let everyone know who we 

are and the great things we do for our community. If possible, have a meal for 

the needy at Thanksgiving time or Christmas and spread the cheer by helping 

folks that might be in the need for a warm meal and some kind words.  

 

If there is anything I can do to help you or your lodge, do not hesitate to contact 

me, I am here for you.  

 
In Friendship, Love and Truth,  

S/ Chuck Lusk  

 
As we start the next chapter in our lives, let’s work together to: “Be the per-
son who makes everybody feel like somebody.”  

 

 
A few words shared from IOOF News... 

 
Greetings, everyone. I am delighted to report that the Rebekahs had a very suc-

cessful fall travel season. While several jurisdictions either cancelled or only met for 

a one- day meeting, a majority of the normal fall meetings were held with enthusi-
asm, love and great success. The only down side was the small number of at-

tendees present. There are still some who are hesitant to attend group meetings 

with Covid-19 still prevalent and we all certainly understand that. Please take all 

available precautions to protect yourselves and your families and don’t fret over 

small meetings…. 

 

...When you feel it is safe to re-open your lodges, I encourage you to do so. We 

accomplish so many wonderful things at the lodge level and it does strengthen our 

Order, indeed…. 
 

...My motto this year is “Together We Can Strengthen Our Roots” and much of this 

is accomplished at the lodge level…. 
 
...We call each other brother and sister and oftentimes we act like a family full of 

love, disagreements and mis-understandings. But, like any family, we have a basic 

love that binds our hearts together and we always come back to what we believe 

in: Friendship, Love and Truth. This is a gift we should all treat as a very precious 

gem that binds us together.  

Please have a joyous holiday season and be sure to watch the Tournament of 

Roses Parade on New Years morning. Some familiar faces will be waving to you!  

 

With blessings to all,  

 

s/ Kathleen D. Richen  

President I.A.R.A.  
                             “Together We Can Strengthen Our Roots”  

 

 

 

 
 

Greetings from General Michael, 

 

 I hope this newsletter finds everyone healthy and doing great. I hope all of you Youngsters have enjoyed your holidays. I know from watching your lodge 

projects through newsletters and social media that you have made the holidays brighter for many people in your communities through your lodge projects and events. I 

hope everyone starts and continues a most blessed and prosperous new year for your lodge, events and projects. You and your Advisors do an amazing job. 

 

We continue to support and rally support for the Youth branches of the Order. Jurisdictions need to continue to support your Youth groups and we encourage everyone 

to look at starting a new lodge in your jurisdictions to help promote membership for the Order. To all Youngsters I encourage you to talk to other youths about joining 

your lodges it is not only with membership but makes lasting friendships for you getting to know new youth. 
 

Please continue to keep all Youths, Brothers and Sisters in our thoughts and prayers who are in sickness or distress. Send them a card, go by and see them, give them a 
phone call it is amazing how this will brighten someone’s day. 

 

In closing I personally want to Thank You the Youngsters and Advisors for your dedication and work for the Order. You are all Amazing!  

 

Chivalrously, 

General Michael Bowers 

General Commanding, General Military Council  

Charles E. Lusk 
Sovereign Grand Master  

I.O.O.F. 

Kathleen “Kathy” D. Richen 
President, International Association 

Rebekah Assemblies 

General Michael L. Bowers 
General Commanding 

General Military Council  
Patriarchs Militant  
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Pin Design for 2022: 
Submit your design for the Youth Pin. Please remember the finished size of the pin is approximately 1”diameter. Keep the design 
simple.  The design must include: the year of the pin, Emblems of the 4 units; Junior Odd Fellow Lodge, Theta Rho Girls Club, 
United Youth Group & Cadet Corp, the colors to be used.   Please take the time and color your designs and make sure your name 
and address are on the back of the design.  

Community Service Recognition Award 

Send us a list of your community service activities in which your 
lodge, club, or group participated in without compensation. Pro-
vide the description of the projects, amount of money collected/
donated, the number of participants and the hours of service 
provided.  

 Advisor of the Year 2022 
Submit in writing why you feel your advisor should receive this 
award. Tell us the special things that he or she does to make 
your meetings more fun. Let us know what your advisor has 
taught you and how you have grown in knowledge of our order. 
Although we realize that Assistant Advisors are very special too, 
this particular award is for the Club/Lodge/Group Advisor only.  

SEND YOUR CONTEST ENTRIES TO :  

Chairman, Steve Adams 
Email:seawyo@yahoo.com  

Website: www.ioof.org   (Click on YOUTH) 

CONTESTS FOR YOUTH! 

Must be turned in to Steve by May 1, 2022 

Greetings, 
 
 Another year has gone into the history books and we are always bless and thankful. Hopefully 
this coming year will be of great health and prosperous for us and our lodges.  
 
As we closed out 2021 a lot of changes were made for the General Military Council and the Interna-
tional Association Ladies Auxiliary Patriarchs Militant. As of 12/31/21 the IALAPM merged with the 
GMC,  Department Associations with Department Councils, LAPM’s with Cantons, this is part of the five 
year plan that was adopted. A lot of tuff and hard decisions were made in the last five years concerning 
this merger but were made for the betterment and to strengthen the Patriarchs Militant branch of the 
Order.  
 
We want to say Congratulations to Lady Margaret Gardner of New York for becoming a Past President 
of the IALAPM. Lady Margaret and her Officers did a great job in assisting in the mergers and carried 
out the work of the IALAPM normal duties in a short period of time. We welcome all Ladies into the 
GMC, Department Councils and Cantons and hope that you will continue with us.  
 
 
Chivalrously, 
General Michael Bowers 
General Commanding, General Military Council  

General Michael L. Bowers 
General Commanding 

General Military Council  
Patriarchs Militant  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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ONE MORE CAST From The Chairman 

Greetings To All of the Youth of our Order.   
 
Now with the holidays in the rearview mirror it's time to get busy with the new 
year.  Time to look for new members.  And how do we do that you may ask?  Well, here 
are some ideas. 
 
Have an ice cream social.  Make up some fliers, with the date and post your fliers at the local grocery store, library, 
boys & girls club, YMCA, any businesses that will allow you to post.  Post on Facebook or any other available me-
dia.  Be sure to showcase your wearables.  How about a Zoom meet, greet and find out about Odd-fellowship? 
 
Ask your friends, neighbors, relatives of your club/lodge sponsors.   
Reach out to other clubs/lodges, etc. Ask them what works for their group.  How do they get their name out to the 
public.   There are lots of things that you can do and the Youth Committee will do our best to help in any way we can. 
Utilize your "thinking out of the box" ideas.  
 
Youth Days 
 
Time to start planning for Youth Days August 12&13 2022 Winston-Salem NC.  Once again the Talent Show and Ban-
quet will be Friday night.  Sessions will be Saturday.  We are planning on speakers for Saturday the same as last 
year.  Fun night to follow.  If you have any ideas for Fun Night, please send them to one of the committee mem-
bers.  Their emails are in the Youth Informer.  If you weren't able to attend last year's sessions you missed out on a 
lot of fun.  Especially fun night which was at a water park.  We hope that your jurisdictions will make plans to get 
you to Youth Days. Start talking with your sponsors, Grand Lodges, Rebekah Assemblies, and start working on money 
makers. 
 
And speaking of Youth Days, it's time to start thinking about getting your pin designs, Advisor of the Year, Communi-
ty Service hours and Jurisdictional reports ready for submittal.  (If your jurisdiction is not sending any youth we still 
must have a jurisdictional report.) There are guidelines in this edition so please make sure you and your advisors read 
that section.  
 
Advisors, if you have any questions please reach out to  Steve Adams, Chairman of the SGL/IARA Youth Committee. 
We wish you all a Happy Year.  Stay safe, be well, and carry on. 

Your SGL/IARA Joint Youth Committee 

 
 
 
 

  

  

*Please have your report written as it will be turned in to the  
           SGL-IARA Joint Youth Committee  
*Report information spans from the last SGL-IARA Youth Days to the present.  
 
SGL-IARA Jurisdictional Youth Reports need to include the following information:  
1.Names, titles and jurisdiction of the Youth giving the report.  
2.Total number of Junior Odd Fellows, Theta Rho, United Youth Groups and Cadet Corps  
          and total number of  members. 
3.Junior Odd Fellows, Theta Rho, United Youth Groups and Cadet Corps that are not meeting. 
4.Comparison of membership with prior years.  
5.Interesting fund raising projects.  
6.Junior Lodge, Theta Rho Club, Unite Youth Group and Cadet Corps activities.  
7.Significant membership drive recognition.  
8.Visitation activities to other jurisdictions.  
9.Recognition of completing Honors Program.  
10.Future plans.  
11.Grand Junior Lodge, Theta Rho Assembly and  information such as numbers attending, 
when and where held, and significant activities.  
12.What are you doing for your sponsoring  Lodge? What are they doing for you? 
13.Recognition of any and all other special events. 

Jurisdictional Youth Reports 
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IT’S ALL FOR FUN! 

2021 Advisor of the Year 
Judy Diekman  

is from Acorn #79 

1.b 2.c 3.a 4.c 5.a 6.b 7.c 8.a  9.b 
10.a 11.b 12 c 13.b 14.b 15.a 16.c   
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Anyone graduate from your lodge, club or group?  
Is your jurisdiction working on the Youth Honors Program?  

We would like to add any of this information to our Newsletter for mailing and recognition purposes: 
 

Graduate Members: Jurisdiction: ____________________________ Graduate Name:__________________________________ 
 

Youth Honors Program: Level____________ Name ___________________________________________ 
 

Please send this form to the SGL-IARA JYC Committee Secretary:  

Michele Trynor 

                SPONSER OF A NEW MEMBER            NEW MEMBER 
 
SPONSER NAME ______________________________  DATE ADMITTED ____________BRO. _____SIS._____ 
 
NEW MEMBER’S LODGE________________________  NAME _____________________________________ 
 
LODGE SECRETARY’S NAME_____________________ ADDRESS ___________________________________             
 
ADDRESS ___________________________________   CITY _______________________________________ 
 
CITY _______________________________________  STATE/PROVINCE _____________________________ 
 
STATE/PROVINCE _____________________________ POSTAL/ZIP CODE ____________________________ 
 
POSTAL/ZIP CODE ____________________________  DATE OF BIRTH (M/D/Y) _______________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

We want to include you in  

The Youth Informer!  
The Youth Informer would like to publish your 

article in our next publishing.  Please submit 

your articles to: Gwen Wixom, Editor.  E-mail 

to  gwen.century21@aol.com Remember, this is 

your paper. Take an interest in being a writer 

for your community and let us know what your 

club has been up to. Send me your pictures and 

articles and we will try our best to get all en-

tries in your Youth Informer. 

 
FACEBOOK PAGE: SGL-IARA 
Youth  
*Use Facebook to share your activities 
with others.  
*Use Facebook as a question and an-
swer page.  
*Keep in touch with everyone that at-
tended Youth Days in the past or just 
this year.  
*Share your organization’s website 
with others.  
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YOUTH COMMITTEE DIRECTORY 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN: Steve E. Adams                                               
                                                 

                                                              (307) 256-4518  
                                         Email:seawyo@yahoo.com  

 

SECRETARY: Michele Trynor 
 
(207) 423-1551 
Email:  micheletrynor@hotmail.com 

YOUTH DAYS COORDINATOR:  Laurel Delony 
 
(253) 468-1949 
Email: laureljdelony@gmail.com 

PIN COORDINATOR/WEB SITE: Greta Bowers 
 
(267) 620-5477 
Email: gretabowers@ymail.com 
 

EDITOR YOUTH INFORMER: Gwen Wixom 
 
(319) 754-5532  or  (319) 750-1179 
Email: gwen.century21@aol.com  
 

We’re here for you! 
Do you need us? Do you need 

help? Advice? Or just an ear 

to listen? Request a visit by 

contacting Youth Committee 

Chairman Steve Adams di-

rectly by phone, email or letter 

and we will be there.  We only 

ask that you contact us as 

soon as possible to enable us 

time to make arrangements to 

get to you as quick as we can.  

Did you know: you can find us at these places?  
Website: www.ioof.org   (Click on YOUTH) 
 
 
FACEBOOK PAGE: SGL-IARA Youth  
*Use Facebook to share your activities with others.  
*Use Facebook as a question and answer page.  
*Keep in touch with everyone that attended Youth Days in the 
past or just this year.  
*Share your organization’s website with others.  
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The Youth Informer 

Gwen Wixom, Editor 

2816 Irish Ridge Road 

Burlington, IA  52601 


