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Units of the Order 
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The World  

of 

Odd Fellowship 
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20 Philippines 
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22 Spain 
23 Sweden 
24 Switzerland 
25 United Kingdom 
26 USA 
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The Future is in your hands 
Step up to the Plate. 
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Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
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I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 Trade St. 
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Notice: 
New Members are given a one year 

subscription to the I.O.O.F. News.  Please 
check the expiration on your paper and make 
sure to continue your subscription by sending 
in the proper fee shown on the back of you 
paper. 

Coral Rebekah 

Lodge, Florida ñ95 

years  

 

Arizona Grand 

Lodge ñ 135 years  

 

New Hampshire 

Grand Lodge; 

Rhode Island Grand 

Lodge; & 

Massachusetts 

Grand Encampment 

ñ 175 years  

 
 

Sympathy to: 
 
The family of Gwen Dupray, wife of 
PSGM Hank Duprayð30 August 2019 
 
The family of Barbara S. Moser, PT-
I.A.R.A.ð17 July 2019 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Thinking of you: 
 
Gen. S. Ray Johnson, recovering from 
knee surgery. 
 
Lt. Gen. Pat Cress, recovering from knee 
surgery. 
 
PSGM Charlie Worrell, recovering from 
a broken thigh bone. 
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Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters, 
 
I wish to share with you my remarks from the night of 
installation: 
 
Good Evening 
 
Wow!  How can one follow something like that? 
 
I humbly stand before you this evening as I prepare 

to take over the reigns as Sovereign Grand Master at the 
close of sessions tomorrow. 

 
Its hard to believe that two years has passed by 

since you elected me to the executive board of this 
wonderful organization.  I would like to say thanks for 
this great experience you have allowed me to have.  Iôve 
sure seen the inside of a lot of Hotels and Airports 
throughout this North American Continent.  When I 
went on my first official visit I wondered if I would 
know anyone, but I soon learned that no matter where I 
visited there was always a familiar face.  I also worried 
about would I be able to do this job.  Could I live up to 
the position.  I soon realized that Yes, I could, and I was 
proud of my accomplishments because that is what Odd 
Fellowship has taught me and I thank this organization 
for this.  The people I have met and the lasting 
friendships that I have made are a blessing made in 
heaven. 

 
I would will now summarize the program for the 

year: 
EMBLEM: My emblem is the Rocky Mountain Big 

Horn Sheep. 
I choose this because they are not afraid to 
climb to the top or stand on a ledge and 
take a chance.  That is what I am asking 
each of you to do this year. 

MOTTO: ñThe Future is in your hands, Step up to the 
plate.ò 

If we are going to survive for the next 200 
years, we all must ñStep up to the 
Plateò.  If we want to continue to have a 
future, we must get busy and ask people 
to join this great order.  We must stop 
the decline in membership. 

 

THEME: ñNow is the Futureò 
We are the future and each Odd Fellow and 

Rebekah needs to MOTIVATE, treat 
everyone with RESPECT, DIGNITY 
and HUMANITY, Be OPTIMISTIC, Be 
POSITIVE. 

AIM: ñTo Promote the Order:ò 
We need to promote ourselves even more.  I 

thank the Communication Committee 
for their hard work this past year in 
getting our web site and our media 
communications up and running with 
great results.  I encourage each of your 
lodges to promote themselves in your 
communities.  The more exposure we 
get the easier it will be for you to get 
members for a continuing future. 

GUIDE: Bible, Rituals and the Code of General Laws. 
FLOWER: The Star Gazer Lilly 

The reason for this flower is that some of you 
may know or may not know that as my 
hobby I decorate Wedding Cakes, and 
this is my favorite flower to make out of 
icing. 

COLOR: My colors are Red and White. 
That is because I am Canadian and that is the 

colors of Canada. 
SONG: ñGodôs Coloring Bookò by Dolly Parton 

Listen to the song and then look around you 
and see what God has created to make 
this a better place in which to live. 

HYMN: ñInto the Nightò 
SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 24, Verse 4 

ñKnow also that Wisdom is like honey for you.  
If you find it, there is a future hope for 
you, and your hope will not be cut off. 

DEDICATION: I am dedicating this year to my home 
Jurisdiction of Alberta.  Without their 
encouragement, I would not be here 
today.  In my 22 years of working as the 
Grand Secretary, they have always been 
my support. 

 
At this time, I would like to recognize our Overseas 

Brothers and Sisters that are here with us this year and I 
thank you for taking the time to be with us at our joint 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 
I.O.O.F. 

Dear, dear Sisters and Brothers: 
 
 This is the day which the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 Just days ago, we closed the bicentennial celebration of Odd Fellows in North America 
and the annual sessions for The SGL, IARA, GMC, and IALAPM.  The days of shared effort in 
extending the history of our Order, enjoying long-time friendships while adding new ones, 
considering new ideas and reviewing ones in place, revisiting the purposes and action in the 
projects which we support, and combining our voices in conversation and obligation were 
certainly ones for rejoicing, celebration, and gladness! 
 
 Now itôs time to review the actions taken and Focus on Whatôs Important as we return 
to our homes, our routines, and our lodges, auxiliaries, and cantons.  Will anything change?  Will 
we incorporate the energy, insight, and decisions made during our sessions in Winston-Salem?  
Or will we continue as we were before? 
 If complacency is whatôs important, nothing will change.  Conversely, if our Order is 
important to us, the energy and initiative from our session will be the catalyst for action 
throughout our jurisdictions. 
 Welcoming members from Europe, Australasia, the United Kingdom, and Cuba was a 
high point of our sessions ï a powerful reminder that we are part of a worldwide organization.  
While our structures vary a bit, our focus on the three links of Friendship, Love, and Truth unites 
us across borders and bodies of water. 
 During my installation remarks, I shared that my mom and dad were long-time members 
of our Order, my father for 30+ years until his death and my mom for 66+ years and still going.  
When I met the age requirement for membership, I joined them.  That decision provided 
opportunity to share very special times with my parents, allowed me to build leadership ability 
and speaking skills, and opened options for paying forward support and kindnesses which I had 
received.  Becoming a Rebekah fueled my dreams and goals.  Becoming a Rebekah has been 
empowering, enlightening, and energizing. 
 
 Becoming a Rebekah provides options through which we can Focus on Whatôs 
Important in our communities and beyond.  Being a Rebekah gives us many reasons to rejoice 
in the day that we share with our God, our family, and our friends who share the belief that we 
can help to make the world a better place for everyone! 
 
Fraternally with commitment, 
 

Elizabeth Mowry-Harbstreit 


