
SeptemberðOctober 2016 Volume 19, Issue 5 Independent Order of Odd Fellows News 

Units of the Order 

* Odd Fellows 

Lodge 

* Rebekah Lodge 

* Encampment 

* Ladies 

Encampment 

Auxiliary 

* Patriarchs Militant 

* Ladies Auxiliary 

Patriarchs Militant 

* Junior Odd 

Fellows Lodge 

* Theta Rho Girlsô 

Club 

* United Youth 

Groups 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The World  

of 

Odd Fellowship 
1 Australia 

2 Belgium 

3 Belize 

4 Canada 

5 Czech Republic 

6 Chile 

7 Cuba 

8 Denmark 

9 Dominican 

Republic 

10 Estonia 

11 Finland 

12 Germany 

13 Iceland 

14 Italy 

15 Mexico 

16 Netherlands, The 

17 New Zealand 

18 Nigeria 

19 Norway 

20 Philippines 

21 Poland 

22 Spain 

23 Sweden 

24 Switzerland 

25 United Kingdom 

26 USA 

 

Sovereign Grand Masterõs Message 3 

President - I.A.R.A. - Message 4 

General Commanding / President - I.A.L.A.P.M. - Messages 5 

2016ñ2017 Joint Program 7-11 

Membership 21-24 

PSALM  133 
 

The Benefits of Brotherly Concord  

 
1A song of ascents.  Of David.  

How good and how pleasant it is,  

when brothers dwell together as one!  
2Like fine oil on the head,  

running down upon the beard,  

Upon the beard of Aaron,  

upon the collar of his robe.  
3Like dew  of Hermon  coming down  

upon the mountains of Zion.  

There the LORD has decreed a blessing,  

life for evermore!  

 

*[Psalm 133] A BENEDICTION  over a peaceful community, most 

probably the people Israel, but appropriate too for Israelite families 

(Ps 133:1).  The history of Israel, whether of its ancestors in the Book 

of Genesis or of later periods, was a history of distinct groups 

struggling to live in unity.  Here that unity is declared blessed, like 

the holy oils upon the priest Aaron or the dew of the rainless summer 

that waters the crops (Ps 133:2 ð3). 

*[133:1] BROTHERS : in biblical Hebrew this word includes both the 

male and female members of a group united by blood relationships or 

by shared experiences and values.  In this Psalm, the term could be 

applied most appropriately to the people of Israel, those privileged by 

God to be his chosen children.  

*[133:2] OIL  ON THE  HEAD : oil was used at the consecration of the 

high priest (Ex 30:22 ð33). 

*[133:3] DEW: dew was an important source of moisture in the 

dry climate (Gn 27:28; Hos 14:6).  Hermon: the majestic snow -capped 

mountain visible in the north of Palestine.  

http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/133:0
http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/133:1
http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/133:2
http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/133:1
http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/133:2
http://usccb.org/bible/exodus/30:22
http://usccb.org/bible/psalms/133:3
http://usccb.org/bible/genesis/27:28
http://usccb.org/bible/hosea/14:6
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I.O.O.F. News 
 

 

Phone: 336-725-5955 

Fax: 336-722-7317 

E-Mail: ioofthesgl@bellsouth.net 

 

 

I.O.O.F. News is the official publication of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 

 

W. Larry Ferguson, Editor 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, I.O.O.F., Publisher. 

 

I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 N. Trade 

St., Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830, U.S.A. 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year 

subscription to the I.O.O.F. News.  Please 

check the expiration on your paper and make 

sure to continue your subscription by sending 

in the proper fee shown on the back of you 

paper. 

Celebrating 
 
100 yearsð 

Rebekah Assembly of 
Delawareð 

12 November 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you from: 
 

The Honorable W. Larry Ferguson 

Joyce P. Link 

General Daniel E. Mathews 

Lady Tracy L. Boyer 

 For all of the kindnesses, courtesies and 

good wishes extended at the sessions in 

Rapid Cityðwe look forward to seeing many 

of you in our up coming travels. 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

Sympathy to: 
 

The family of Gen. Dino P. Fiorin, General 

Commanding 1998-1999ðdate of death: 

8/11/16 
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September 2016 

ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MANò 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

I wish to share with you my remarks that I gave at The Sovereign Grand Lodge installation in Rapid 

City. 

 

I would like to thank the members of The Sovereign Grand Lodge for electing me as Sovereign Grand 

Master.  It has been a humbling experience to serve the past two years.  Also I want to thank Joyce Link, 

President of the I.A.R.A., General Dan Mathews General Commanding GMC, and Lady Tracy Boyer, 

President of IA-LAPM for their support and guidance thru the years of service. 

I would like to welcome the overseas visitors and thank them for all their support they give to the Odd 

Fellows world wide. 

Also a thank-you to the installing staff for their fine job in installing us tonight.  Your kindness and 

support will always be remembered, again thanks for a job well done. 

I would like also to thank those members who agreed to be part of my Staff. 

My goal this year is to have a Year of Unity through Peace and Harmony.  My Motto ñBe a Lover not a 

Fighterò, in other words let us work together in Unity and Understanding and not have conflict in our 

Order. 

Our goal is to increase membership and Educate the members at the grass roots level.  Go out into the 

community and recruit members by talking to groups like the Rotary, Chambers of Commerce, Church 

Groups, Sport Teams, coaches and school teachers.  Tell them about the United Nations Pilgrimage 

Program for Youth, Camps for Youth and the Education Funds.  This will be a way to increase membership 

and get younger people involved in the Order. 

Rebuild membership by having programs on the Local Lodge Level.  Educate the members on the 

projects of the Order.  Many members are not aware of what we do as an Order.  Have District Deputies  

set up district meetings to encourage visitation among the members.  Have social meetings and invite non 

members to the events.  Get involved in the community and have projects in the local areas to promote the 

Order.  Like the Humanitarian and Good Samaritan Awards.  This program recognizes people that are non 

members, but promote the principles of the Odd Fellowship. 

Contact local news media when special events are planned and invite them to the events. 

Rededicate ourselves to the Order by reaching out and help our Fellowman.  Help families in need, 

such as ones that had illness, death, house fires or other needs.  Go back to the basics on how Odd 

Fellowship was formed. 

 

Thank You, 

In Friendship, Love and Truth, 

 

 

W. Larry Ferguson 

Sovereign Grand Master 
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ñUNITY Through UNDERSTANDINGò ï a link to the future. 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

To the Master and Mistress of Ceremonies, Sovereign Grand Master Larry, General Dan and Lady 

Tracy.  To our fraternal guests from overseas and each and every one of you present on this very special 

evening of installation and the start of a new fraternal year. 

I am honored and privileged to stand before you ï my heart is filled with joy, happiness and 

excitement as I take this fraternal journey thru the International and represent each of you in a proud and 

commendable manner.  No one takes this journey alone. 

Thank you to all of the Sisters and Brothers of California, including my home Rebekah District Nos. 

6 &1 and Odd Fellow District No. 3. 

The tribute was an outstanding presentation I thank you for your love and support since I started this 

journey.  It means so much to me to have all of you here this week. 

Installing Staff ï Thank you for accepting to be a part of the ceremony ï there was never a ñNOò 

when asked for your participation.  To my soloist and musician Penny ï thank you for the beautiful song 

of óimagineô.  To the Convention Committee and the hotel and convention center staffs ï thank you for 

all you have done to make our week a success. 

Without the continuing support, understanding and love of a very caring family this endeavor would 

be impossible. I would like to introduce you to my family at this time. 

Two years ago when Larry and I were elected Wardens and met for the first time we realized our 

vision and goals were very similar.  From that day on we planned our ñYear of Unityò together.  Our 

program this year is an easy one ï very simple ï the grass roots of the Order or as I say ñdown to earthò. 

My motto is: ñUNITY Through UNDERSTANDINGò ï a link to the future.  We must respect each 

other and respect the strengths and weakness of each other as we work together. 

My aim is to assist and strengthen all Jurisdictions as I, or my Representatives, travel throughout the 

United States and Canada. 

I have chosen the óforget-me-notô as my flower.  The meaning of the forget-me-not is a connection 

that lasts thru time.  I hope I have made that connection with you. 

54 years ago I was initiated into Elk Grove Rebekah Lodge No. 136 in Elk Grove, California.  The 

memories of that evening are as clear as if were yesterday.  The hall was filled to capacity as the very 

solemn ceremony of initiation for 5 young women was about to take place.  From that evening on we 

were mentored in the Ritual and the tenets of our Order ï Friendship ï Love ï Truth.  Those Sisters that 

taught us became very special.  I admired and respected them.  They are all gone now but I know on this 

very special important evening up in the heavenly skies they have called a Special Session of Rebekah 

Assembly and are sitting around a big table and saying ñWe taught her well ï she did listenò ï and I did. 

I have a short story which inspired me that I wish to share with you.  Many years ago I attended a 

reception in California honoring a Sister for her office in the Assembly.  Her daughter was on the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Office of the General Commanding 

General Military Council, Patriarchs Militant 

Installing officers, Dignitaries, my co-partners 

SGM-elect Brother Larry, IARA President-elect 

Sister Joyce, General Commanding General Dan, 

Brothers, Sisters, Chevaliers, Ladies, Friends and 

Family. 

As I met the first International Officers as 

visitors to my jurisdiction of West Virginia, I was 

in awe of them, their knowledge and confidence 

was very inspiring.  With all of your help, support, 

and encouragement I am now able to stand here 

tonight as your newly elected president.  This is 

truly a honor.  Thank you so much for allowing me 

to fulfill a dream.  I will do my very best to make 

everyone proud of me. 

I am looking forward to the coming year and 

what it might have in store.  I am traveling to new 

jurisdictions and look forward to meeting new 

friends along the way, as well as revisiting 

jurisdictions and rekindling old friendships.  To the 

Jurisdictions I visited in the past two years, thank 

you very much for all of the warm welcomes and 

courtesies extended to us, you did a fantastic job 

making us feel right at home. 

To the installing staff, my sincere thanks for 

your acceptance and for a job well done.  To the 

Honor Guard you did a outstanding job.  To my 

family, my Dad Chief of Staff David Schoolcraft, 

my mom PP-IALAPM Lady Carol Schoolcraft, 

my daughter Lady Ashley Boyer who could not be 

here this year.  I would not be able to do this 

without you.  Your support, understanding,  and 

encouragement means the world to me.  To the 

audience, my friends, thank you for taking the time 

out of your busy schedule to be here, this is a 

special evening and I love that everyone choose to 

(Continued on page 6) 

Office of the President 

International Association 

Ladies Auxiliaries Patriarchs Militant 

September 2016 

Chevaliers, Ladies, Brothers, and Sisters, 

 

Greetings to all! 

 

I thank all the members of the General Military 

Council for electing me General Commanding for the 

coming year.  We have many challenges before us and 

many hopes and dreams fortifying our ambitions, so let 

us get after it and build a great future and a wonderful 

world. 

My concentrated efforts these past years have been 

to mold and bring to life a youth version of the 

Patriarchs Militant.  The Sovereign Grand Lodge has 

granted a provisional one-year opportunity for us to 

demonstrate that such an endeavor may contribute 

mightily to Our Order. 

Qualifications for Cadet Corps Platoon membership: 

Individuals between the ages of 8 and 18 may apply 

for membership in the Cadet Corps. 

All Cadets shall become a member of our Order 

having joined either a Junior Lodge, Theta Rho 

Girlsô Club or a United Youth Group within a 

12 month period of the date of mustering. 

When of sufficient age, any Cadet may continue as 

an Odd Fellow or Rebekah and then a join a 

Canton; however at age 19 Cadets shall 

graduate from the Corps with no exception and 

may become a Junior Advisor provided they are 

members of our Order and the PM. 

A couple of years ago, do to circumstances my 

home Canton moved our meeting to the 2nd Monday of 

each month after having asked the United Youth Group 

if we could share the Lodge Hall.  The level of interest 

and the depth of questions regarding our PM Uniforms 

astonished me.  How could they become members? and 

get a uniform? and when can they learn to march? And 

can they march in the 4th of July Parade? And so on. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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program to introduce her to those assembled.  When 

called upon the daughter walked to the podium and 

took her motherôs hand and said the following: ñWe 

always knew when it was lodge night at our home 

for at 5:00 mom put on her apron and served dinner 

to our family of 4.  At 6:00 mom took off her apron 

and proceeded down the hall to the bedroom.  At 

7:00 she appeared in the living room looking so 

pretty in her formal dress ready to go to her Rebekah 

lodge meeting.  Through my eyes she looked like 

Cinderella. 

Well, I kind of feel like Cinderella tonight and 

why not ï I have my beautiful family and my prince 

charming, a fine gentleman from West Virginia as 

my co-worker and most importantly I have YOU, 

each and every one of you ï for YOU have made a 

difference in my life.  You have touched my life in 

some way and made that difference.  We have 

laughed together, cried together and disagreed 

together but we got over it and have moved on for 

that is what we should do.  So for that difference in 

my life I dedicate this fraternal year to you. 

This evening would not be complete without 

remembering a very special friend, fraternally and 

personally.  Donald R. Smith, Past Sovereign Grand 

Master 1969-1970 from the Jurisdiction of 

California.  Don was a mentor to many and a friend 

to all.  He was always eager to listen and encouraged 

you in all you wanted to pursue.  He exemplified 

Odd Fellowship.  I know he would be very proud this 

evening. 

Tonight is a celebration and Larry and I and our 

Jurisdictional committees invite you to a reception 

immediately following this ceremony here in the 

hotel. 

I thank you for this honor and opportunity to 

serve you and the International. 

In closing, I would like to thank you for your 

support and invite all of you to join with me in this 

incredible journey.  I will be looking for you along 

the way. 

 

Fraternally with Love, 

 

 

 

Joyce Link, President I.A.R.A. 

(Continued from page 4) 

I was raised in a small community that had no 

organized youth activities and was a UNP Delegate in 

1967, and I made the connection that these United Youth 

Group members were reaching out and asking us for 

guidance and help in developing into great adults.  So my 

challenge to you is to go forth and start a Junior Lodge, 

Theta Rho Girlsô Club, United Youth Group or Cadet 

Corps Platoon.  All of our future members are in Grade 

School today; let us meet with our future and help them 

build their world. 

My motto is ñIf it is to be, it is up to usò.  Let us join 

together and all of us work toward offering Odd 

Fellowship and our Principles to all youth. 

I wish to extend a Thank You to all the members of 

Pacific North West Department Council and a special 

Thank You to Oregonôs fantastic Odd Fellows and 

Rebekahs for their unwavering support. 

 

Chivalrously, 

 

 

 

General Daniel E. Mathews 

General Commanding 

 

óa peaceful ruler; serving as a soldierô 

(Continued from page 5) 

share this evening with us. 

At this time can I please have all the the 

Ladies of the LAPM stand, if you can, this is 

dedicated to you.  ñWhat a difference youôve 

made in my Lifeò performed by Lady Sandra 

Brown and Lady Pat Wilson. 

To my co-partners, congratulations and I 

hope each of you have the year that you dream 

and aspire to have, I hope that we continue to 

work together and support each other.  To 

everyone, as we begin our new year of Odd 

Fellowship together, always remember that ñOur 

Rewards are equal to Our Deedsò, so let us all do 

our best to be the best we can be. 

 

Thank You!! 

 

 

 

Lady Tracy L. Boyer 

President IA-LAPM 

(Continued from page 5) 
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THE  HONORABLE 

W. LARRY FERGUSON 
SOVEREIGN GRAND MASTER 

I NDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 

 
2016-2017 OFFICERS 

OF 

THE SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE, I.O.O.F. 
 

W. Larry Ferguson, WV Sovereign Grand Master 
Commander-in-Chief 

John A. Miller Sr., CT Deputy Sovereign Grand Master 
Douglas E. Pittman, CO Sovereign Grand Warden 
Terry L. Barrett, IL Sovereign Grand Secretary 

Executive Adjutant General 
Harless A. Turner, WV Sovereign Grand Treasurer 
Steven F. Tseu, HI Sovereign Grand Marshal 
Jerry W. Lynch, DE Sovereign Grand Conductor 
Robert L. óBobô Kowalski, MI Sovereign Grand Chaplain 
Michelle L. Heckart, IA Sovereign Grand Musician 

Mary M. Bess, WV Sovereign Grand Guardian 
E. Wesley óWesô Nelson, AB Sovereign Grand Messenger 
Brig. Gen. Michael H. Duminiak, PA Aide-de-Camp 
Danny M. Wood, TX Past Sovereign Grand Master 
Wanda F. Ashcraft, WV Ambassador of Goodwill 

SLOGAN: THE  3 RôS 
RECRUITðREBUILDðREDEDICATE 

 ð ODD FELLOWSHIP  
 
 
EMBLEMS : 
 The óall seeing eyeô and óthree linksô. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THEME : Year of Unity. 
 
 
MOTTO: Be a Lover not a Fighter 
 
 
SCRIPTURE: John 3:11ðFor this is the message 

that ye heard from the beginning 
that we should love one another. 

 
Psalms 133:1ðBehold, how good and 
pleasant it is when brothers dwell in 
unity! 
 
1 Corinthians 12:26ðIf one member 
suffers, all suffer together; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together. 

 
 
PRAYER: Lordôs Prayer 
 
 
GUIDES: Bible, Rituals, Code of General Laws 

and Constitutions and By-laws 
 
 
SONGS: Thank you Lord for your Blessings 

 Itôs a Small World 

 

 

FLOWER: Red Rose 

RECRUITðREBUILDðREDEDICATE 
 ð ODD FELLOWSHIP  

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: by involving your 

Lodge in Community activities and civic pro-
jects; through this involvement we will increase 
awareness of Odd Fellowship in our Communi-
ties.  Branch out into your community, be part 
of the  community. 

PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS 
Support the projects of the Order: 

United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth 
I.O.O.F. Educational Foundation 
Visual Research Foundation 
Hunger & Disaster 
Living Legacy 
Arthritis (Foundation and Society) 
I.O.O.F. SOS Childrenôs VillageðCambodia 
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JOYCE P. LINK  
PRESIDENTðI.A.R.A. 

 

 
 
 

A CONNECTION 
THAT LASTS 

THROUGH TIME . 
 
 

 

2016-2017 OFFICERS 
OF THE  

I NTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF REBEKAH  ASSEMBLIES, I.O.O.F. 

 
Joyce P. Link, CA President 
Linda L. Thompson, AZ Vice President 
Patty Heighton, AP Warden 
Janet E. Gibson, VA Secretary 
S. Sue Zylstra, IA Treasurer 
Martha L. Cox, FL Marshal 
Sharon L. Chesley, SK Conductor 
Ruth Morgan, CA Chaplain 
Penny S. Furnald, IA Musician 
Mary Beth Hiscock, NV Guardian 
Mary G. Vitiello, MA Guardian 
Kathy Shary, MI Immediate Past President 
 

MOTTO: Unity through understandingð 
 a link to the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THEME : Respect each other 
 as we work together. 
 
AIM : Ass i s t  and s t reng then 

jurisdictions. 
 
GUIDE : The best thing in life is a friend. 
 From a book given to me by a friend; a 

collection of poems edited by Susan 
Polis Schutz. 

 
FLOWERS: forget-me-not 
 yellow rose 
 
COLORS: shades of blue and silver 
 
SONGS: Imagineðby John Lennon 
 What a Difference Youôve Made 

in My Life. 
 
HYMNS: Blessingsðby Laura Story 
 

Life is Good 
Unknown 

 

The more we give, the more weôll get; 
The more we laugh, the less weôll fret; 

The more we do unselfishly, 
The more weôll live abundantly; 

The more of everything we share, 
The more weôll always have to spare; 
The more we love, the more weôll find, 
That life is good and friends are kind; 

For only what we give away, 
Enriches us from day to day. 

Support local projects:. 
 

In addition certificates will be awarded for 
participation in local projects: Scholarships; 
Drug Awareness Programs; and Community 
Project(s) of your choice. 

See the I.O.O.F. News ð issues of March-
April & May-June for the reporting forms. 


