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I.O.O.F. News 
 

 

Phone: 336-725-5955 

Fax: 336-722-7317 

E-Mail: ioofthesgl@ioof.org 

 

 

I.O.O.F. News is the official publication of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 

 

Robert W. Smith, Editor 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge, I.O.O.F., Publisher. 

 

I.O.O.F. News is published bi-monthly at 422 Trade St. 

NW, Winston-Salem, NC  27101-2830, U.S.A. 

Sympathy to: 
 

The family of Lady Dorothy R. Jones, PP-

IALAPM and PTreas, 3.21.14 

 

The family of Gen. Frank L. Markham, GC-R 

and AG-Eð3.22.14 

 

The family of Sister Ione McCauley, PP-

IARAð3.31.14 

 

The family of Sister Mary T. Cook, director 

retired of the UNP program, 5.2.14 

 

Bro. Paul Cuminale, PSGM with the death of 

his Mother, 5.3.14 

 

Notice: 

New Members are given a one year 

subscription to the I.O.O.F. News.  Please 

check the expiration on your paper and make 

sure to continue your subscription by sending 

in the proper fee shown on the back of you 

paper. 

Celebrating 
 
 

Magnolia Lodge No. 112ð
Missourið125 years 

 
 

Coral Rebekah Lodge No. 
13ðFloridað90 years 
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Hello my Brothers and Sisters, 

ñWE SEEK TO IMPROVE AND ELEVATE THE CHARACTER OF MANò 

Office of the 

Sovereign Grand Master 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

The Missing Ingredient 

 

One of my hobbies is cooking and the larger the 

group, the better.  As an amateur chief, I enjoy 

experimenting with new and unusual dishes and trying 

different ingredients.  If everyone likes what I prepare, I 

acknowledge that itôs just a stroke of genius.  If itôs really 

bad, I blame interruptions, mindless chatter, and women 

in my kitchen or any other excuse that comes to mind at 

the time ï anything except my own incompetence.  Last 

week I decided to create loaves of bread for a bake sale 

at church.  No box mixes for me, I started out with fresh 

cranberries and rolling out my own dough.  Soon, the 

dough had risen in the pan and my masterpiece was in 

the oven.  I sat down to enjoy a cup of coffee while the 

oven did its magic.  At exactly the right time, I carefully 

placed the golden brown loaves on the counter to cool.  

Of course I made an extra loaf, which I sliced for a taste 

test.  It was a disaster.  The bread was dry and hard and 

tasted horrible ï I had forgotten to add cooking oil.  All 

that time and energy and it was unusable all because of 

one little ingredient. 

How many times have I allowed one missing 

ingredient to waste my time and spoil my project: no oil 

for my fishing boat motor, no pencil to keep score at the 

golf course, no street address for my GPS and then no 

map, no battery for the microphone.  Usually the missing 

ingredient is something seemingly unimportant.  Of 

course you always remember the most important things.  

Itôs the seemingly unimportant things that you donôt even 

think about that you forget to include. 

For the last two and a half years it has been my 

joy and privilege to travel around the United States and 

Canada representing our great Order.  I have been 

privileged to visit Grand Lodges, Rebekah Assemblies, 

Grand Encampments, and Department Councils.  It has 

also been my privilege to visit local lodges, 

encampments and cantons.  In the process, I have met 

some really wonderful people that I am proud to call 

brothers and sisters.  They are doing an excellent job 

with the ritual work, making a difference in their 

communities and growing.  They make you proud to be a 

member of this great Order.  Then, occasionally I visit 

where little good seems to be happening.  The meetings 

are filled with arguing and dissention and everyone 

seems to be looking out just for themselves.  The attitude 

seems to be, ñItôs all about me.ò  And, of course, they are 

declining in membership.  Something seems to be 

missing. 

In the story of the Good Samaritan, only one 

man in three made a difference.  That was because he 

alone had compassion.  Compassion is the foundation for 

Friendship, Love and Truth.  Everything good in our 

Order is a result of compassion.  When we are ready to 

ñdo unto others as we would have them do unto us,ò we 

are beginning to live a life of compassion.  When we 

want whatôs best for Odd Fellowship more than what we 

want for ourselves, we are ready to live by the principles 

of our Order.  Is it the missing ingredient in your lodge? 

Letôs ñMake a Differenceò, ñTurn on the 

Lightsò, ñWork Today for Building Tomorrowò, and 

ñChange the World, One person at a Time.ò  It all begins 

with compassion. 

 

In F., L. & T., 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert ñBobò Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHANGE THE WORLD ð One Person at a Time. 
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Greetings Sisters and Brothers, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a Difference; Share a Smile! 

Office of the President 
 

International Association 
of 

Rebekah Assemblies 

I.O.O.F. 

As I reflect over this past weekend ï as we gathered in Arlington, VA for the Pilgrimage to 

The Tomb of Unknown Soldier ï I find myself reflecting upon this service and tribute in 

memory of those who have given their lives to protect the ñour way of lifeò which in itself 

preserves the principles of Odd Fellowship ï Friendship, Love & Truth ï the free world way. 

 

We need to preserve the past of Odd Fellowship and more importantly ensure the future of 

Odd Fellowship each and every day, practicing friendship, love and truth; leaving behind 

jealousy, envy and distrust. 

 

The emblems devoted to the Rebekah Degree, each one reminding us who we are - providing 

a blue print upon which we can build our lives.  The beehive teaches us the benefit of joint 

efforts in the performance of the countless duties of life; the moon and seven stars presenting to 

us the importance of organized deeds ï consistency and accuracy in all our duties as well as a 

reflecting light from the source of all light casting their rich rays through lifeless hours of 

darkness inspiring valor and hope; the dove representative of peace; and the lily prompting us to 

direct our thoughts and actions as though all were to read the one and see the other ï our 

character untainted and flawless. 

 

It was a pleasure to see my many friends attending the Pilgrimage to The Tomb of Unknown 

Soldier and I trust all returned home with renewed enthusiasm working towards óPreserving the 

Past and Ensuring the Future of Odd Fellowshipô in your communities and in your lives. 

 

In Friendship, Love and Truth ï Rebekah hugs to all, 

 

 

 

Dorothy M. Laycock 
 

 

 

 

 

Preserving the Past ï Ensuring the Future. 

 


